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About lllinois College

lllinois College is committed to continuing this
tradition of innovation and excellence so that
future graduates will join our alumni as
leaders in their professions and communities.
lllinois College’s abiding commitment is to
provide students with a high-quality liberal
arts education that prepares them
exceptionally well for the complex world they
will face after graduation.

Objectives

lllinois College has partnered with Pearl
Technology for years to ensure quality audiovisual
solutions were implemented throughout the
campus. These solutions needed to be robust and
repeatable with a standardized and simplified user
experience for a variety of instructors and
educators. Development of an audiovisual
standard and meeting the need for speciality use
spaces required by certain departments brought a
fun and unique challenge to the Pearl Technology
design team.

"Pearl Technology always provides top
notch solutions that fit our budget.
Through their continued support and a
high level of technical ability, we are
confident that our systems will meet
and exceed our expectations. The
experience and exceptional customer
care provided, makes Pearl Technology
a valued and trusted partner for lllinois

College.” -Jeremy Hommowun
Educational Technology Specialist, lllinois College
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Existing Classroom
Technology Upgrades
The large number of rooms
throughout the campus feature a
variety of technologies installed
over the past 10-20 years. Each
space having its own unique user
experience creating zero uniformity
from room to room and building to
building causing frustration among
the educators as well as the IT staff
called to support these rooms.

As all classroom technology can not
be completely upgraded at one
time, Pearl Technology worked with
the college IT team to bring a
systematic approach to upgrade
these spaces over several years.
The idea starts with the evaluation
of existing displays and speaker
systems along with any technology
present for distance learning. Based
on several factors, the IT team is
able to determine when the various
equipment can be budgeted for
future upgrade while maximizing
existing gear in order to upgrade
the core components to meet the
new standards and requirements.

Spaces & Challenges

Core Requirements
The needs were determined based on
the current uses and needs of the
educators. Those needs include digital
video wired inputs, wireless
connectivity for collaboration, audio
processing with echo cancellation to
support distant learning along with
cameras and microphones, a simple
standard user experience, and the
ability for both the IT team and Pearl
Technology to remotely manage the
rooms.

The Solution
Many different technology were
sampled and tested to meet these core
requirements. Ultimately Pearl
Technology and lllinois College turned
to Q-SYS to meet all of these needs.
Utilizing the Q-SYS NV series
components, Pearl Technology was
able to design a robust solution to
meet a variety of needs throughout the
campus while maintaining the core
requirements. Offering digital video
switching, audio DSP, complete control
and automation, and the ability to
bring in USB switching, cameras, and
microphones all requirements were
easily met.

The design requires less equipment
reducing the risk of individual
component failure as previous design
methodologies utilized multiple brands
and components to accomplish all of
the requirements. In addition the the
in-room technology, each room can be
remotely monitored and controlled in
real time by both the Illinois College IT
Team and Pearl Technology utilizing the
Q-SYS Reflect cloud management
system.

New & Remodeled
Spaces

As rooms and entire buildings
undergo complete facility
upgrades and overhauls, the
technology will follow suit. These
spaces include the core
components along with all
peripheral equipment bringing
displays, speakers, cameras, and
microphones systems up to date
with the latest IP based technology.
Each room and building has its
own challenges and needs all while
maintain a consistent user
experience.

Various Room Types

Some of the various room types in
the upgrades throughout the
campus include standard
classrooms, interactive
classrooms, collaboration rooms,
meeting rooms, proctored
simulation spaces, lobbies,
common areas, VR spaces, and
various learning labs.

About Pearl Technology

Pearl Technology serves as the
comprehensive IT and AV solutions
provider for your business. We serve a
wide variety of markets including
corporate enterprise, higher education,
medical simulation, command and
control centers, conference and
training rooms, house of worship, tour
guide and any other facility with
audiovisual systems.

Pearl Technology provides a unique
experience to our clients focused on
client satisfaction. Our goal is to
develop world class solutions using
quality equipment, professional
installation, and intuitive system
operation.

At Pearl Technology, our mission is
simple: make technology an asset for
your business or organization and not
a problem. We strive to make
technology integrate seamlessly with
your business to help you spend more
time on your business.
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